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no force unless on the supposition that God entered into a rest
of indefinite duration, which man lost by the fall, retaining only
the week's Sabbath as a shadow of it."

Equally unfortunate is the claim that the argu-
ment of the fourth chapter of Hebrews is point-
less, unless it be allowed that the author of it be-
lieved in this theory of geological speculation;
for (i) it is nowhere taught that God entered
upon a rest of indefinite duration when he ceased
from creative work, but just the contrary. Moses
represents God as speaking thus (Ex. 29: 17):
" The Sabbath of rest, it is a sign between me and
thee ;" and then says, " For in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day
he rested and was refreshed;" or, as it might be
rendered, took breath. This must of course be in-
terpreted anthropopathically, and is a clear dec-
laration that a period of unlimited duration was
not required for his " taking breath" after finish-
ing the creation, and that he rested but for a short
time, and then resumed work of another kind, ac-
cording to the declaration of Christ, " My Father
worketh hitherto, and I work." (2) The object of
Paul in said chapter was not to set forth the du-
ration of God's own period of rest, but to exhibit
the nature of that spiritual rest in heavenly hap-
piness of which God was the author, and which
he bestows upon the obedient; hence he shows
that the rest spoken of was not the rest of the
Sabbath, nor the rest of Canaan, both of which
the disobedient and gainsaying people of Israel
did enjoy; but the rest of heaven, from which the
rebellious were excluded. Hence the apostle's